Nasopharyngeal extension of a craniopharyngioma in a 4 year old girl.
Nasopharyngeal extension of a craniopharyngioma is very rare and usually presents with headache, nasal obstruction and visual disturbances. We present a case of a 4 year old girl, who became symptomatic with visual deterioration. MRI showed a huge supra - and infrasellar cystic craniopharyngioma with extension into the sphenoid sinus. Primary treatment was a transnasal puncture of the cyst followed by a subfrontal approach with removal of the tumour preserving the chiasm and optic nerves. The visual acuity postoperatively improved while she needed hormone replacement due to panhypopituitarism. Follow-up 12 months after the operation showed no recurrence. This is the youngest patient of about 27 patients reported so far in the literature.